A Wonderful Summer <2002>

During my long summer holidays, | attended the “X
VI Curso de Verdo de Lingua e Cultura Portuguesas™ from
1st July to 26th July, in the University of Macao.

| felt quite shy at the beginning, because most of my
classmates were of different nationalities, including Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese ete. It was really difficult for
us to communicate as we spoke different languages.

Aside from having a 4-hour course every morning from
9 am to 1 pm, we also participated in activities such as a
Portuguese dancing lesson and a painting lesson in
the afternoon of every Tuesday and Thursday.
On Monday and Wednesday afternoons, we
had movie shows and museum visits
respectively. All these activities helped us
to know one another more. We shared our
various cultures and practiced our
Portuguese when we were together, For
example, on the one-day tour in Macao,
we traveled around and visited various
tourist sights. Although [ve been to those
places many times, it was still guite
exciting and interesting because | was
touring around Macao with foreigners! It
was great fun, We also enjoved the dinners
(jantares) very much. We had a great time
getting along with each other and we took
many photos during these events.

We made many friends of different
nationalities and cultures during this
course. At the Graduation Dinner, we
embraced one another and tears came out, We promised to
keep in touch even when we're apart. It was really an
unforgettable moment for all of us. Before taking this course,
| never thought that | would enjoy it so much. But now,
whenever | recall all these events, | really think that my
knowledge has been widened a lot and it has become a
precious memory for me to keep in mind forever!”

Lidia Leong

Through this course, | learnt more about Portuguese
culture as well as its language. Besides, | had a very good
chance to get to know foreigners, to build up precious
relationships and to extend my knowledge. One thing |
discovered was the importance of language because it was
really difficult to communicate since we all spoke different
languages. And | appreciated so much that | knew English
because that was the only language which most of us

understood.
Being a Korean myself, | was really happy
to meet people of the same nationality.
Throughout the whole month of July, we
were together, going here and there and
building up close relationships. Although
now that they're back in Korea, while
I"'m still studying here, we keep in close
touch and | believe that we’ll be friends
forever.
Aside from meeting friends of my
own nationality, 1 was able to make
Chinese friends, Vietnamese friends.
Indian friends and Japanese friends as
well. The Koreans and Japanese kept a
very close relationship and even now, we
still keep in contact,
| have really learnt a lot this
summer, not only from my new friends,
but also from old friends who attended
this course with me. After being together
for one whole month, we got to know more about each other
and now we're really close friends. | also want to thank them
because if it weren’t for them, | would have never known
about this course, which means | would never have gotten to
meet my new friends and would not have had such a
memorable and meaningful summer.

“ Thank you, my dear friends! ”

Joanne Lee
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