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Learning New Language-

A Path to Success
Language is the bridge of communication.  Try to

imagine, how difficult it will be if people just utilize non-

verbal ways such as hand gestures and facial expressions

to communicate!  Nowadays, a lot of people in Hong Kong

and Macau feel proud of themselves just because they

can speak Cantonese, a little bit of Mandarin or English.

These people sometimes ignore the opportunities to learn

a new foreign language, and they just use the phrase "I

cannot do it" as an excuse. However, in today's business

world, foreign language skill is one of the major

competitive elements to fight for jobs.  As an international

student who studies abroad, I strongly agree with it.

I remembered that my parents sent me to an

international school to learn different languages since nine

years old.  Besides Cantonese, Mandarin, and English, I

had a great opportunity to learn Portuguese when I was in

Form 1. This course lasted for two years. I deeply

appreciate the decision of my mother college that provides

students with the chances to learn different foreign

languages throughout their college life.

"Learning Portuguese is a piece of beautiful art." it

was the first thing I heard about Portuguese from my

teacher during my first Portuguese class.  At that time, I

was so confused.  What is she talking about?  I was so

interested in and felt very energetic learning this new piece

of art.

Portuguese is completely different from English.  Each

Portuguese word has its own way to spell and pronounce.

None of the Portuguese word is related to English.  In

addition, the grammar rules in Portuguese are quite

challenging because Portuguese nouns are categorized by

genders. Portuguese nouns for males usually are ended

with "o," while nouns for females are ended with "a."  It

took me over a month to get accustomed to these

"troublesome rules."  At first, I wanted to give up because

I had to memorize a lot of new rules. However, with my

teacher and uncle's encouragement, my Portuguese

speaking and writing skills improved a lot shortly.

Learning Portuguese was not as difficult as I first thought.

At the end of the two-year course, I really missed learning

Portuguese and I had no chance to practice speaking and

writing Portuguese since then.

How helpful Portuguese is?  I recognized its great

use when I first entered University of Southern California

(USC) in Los Angeles.  One may ask, people in Los

Angeles usually speak English, how is it related to

Portuguese?  However, a huge majority of people in Los

Angeles speaks a foreign language, Spanish. Spanish is

different from Portuguese but it is somehow related to

Portuguese in its grammar rules pronunciation.  With my

Portuguese knowledge, I can understand (though not

completely) my Spanish classmates when I communicate

with them.   In such a way, I learned Spanish quickly by

communicating with my Spanish classmates, and thus, I

knew a group of Spanish speakers who share the Spanish

culture with me.

Any language is a piece of art.  It may be difficult to

learn how to speak or write a certain language fluently,

but learning a new language is very rewarding.  Right

now, I can speak five languages fluently.  Learning new

languages does not only help me in my studies, but it

also enriches my life experiences by communicating with

people who speak different languages.  In addition,

learning various languages also prepares me to compete

with other university students for jobs.  I really hope that

people in Macau can understand the great benefit of

learning a new language and try their best to learn it.

The more language one knows, the more competitive he/

she is.  The more competitive our citizens are, the lower

the unemployment rate.

Lawrence


